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FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
August 21 


di Donato, Pietro CHRIST IN CONCRETE Bobbs, Merrill 


The selection of this as one of the dual selections of the Book of the 
Month for September will bring it more forcibly to public attention than its sordid 
subject matter would, ordinarily, achieve. At that, 'ware your customers -— it is a 
shocking book for the tender-minded. The short story which served as a springboard 
was selected by O'Brien as the best short story of 1938. And that story forms the 
first chapter of the novel. It is a grueling but forceful picture of Italian immi- 
grants in a large American city. Paul, at twelve, is faced with the job of support- 
ing his mother and seven brothers and sisters, after the tragic death of his father, 
who was a bricklayer. Tne Jeb is the theme of the book, as he learns his father's 
trade and carries on. Occasional relief is afforded in scenes of gaiety, in portrayal 
of characters, simple, kindly, crude, primitive, unfaltering in their devotion to 
their God. The style makes the reading difficult at times, for it is turgid, impas- 
sioned stream of consciousnes, at times brutal and violent, but for the most part gen- 
uine... There is an interesting slant in the story of the author, himself an artisan, 
and drawing on his own story and background for the substance of the novel. A book . 
born out of the urgencies of trade toward creative self expression, it is certain to 
be 'taken up” by people who want novels with authentic social significance. The pre- 
face by Dorothy Canfield Fisher will give it a certain seal of approval in quarters 
where it might not otherwise be read. (The original report appeared in the February 
15th issue, before the postponement of publication. ) $2.50 


September—20 (0/1 
Bromfield, Louis IT TAKES ALL KINDS Harper 


Not a novel but a collection of short stories, novelettes and sketches, 
The first movelette, McLeod's Folly, deserves to appear alone, for it is almost a full- 
bodied novel, and Bromfield has put into it the best of his gift for situations, char- 
acterization, and background. Unfortunately, one feels that at the end he rushed his 
fences, and took a lazy way out of the situation he had created, with the result that 
the story doesn't quite come off. Good Time Besste is the best heart-string~jerker in 
the lot, the only story with a real emotional pull. Jitter Lotus was the long short 
story which formed a springboard for The Rains Came. There are nine stories in all, 
and they show Bromfield at his worst and at his best, but from the final analysis he 
emerges as at best a good craftsman rather than a great writer. However, the Brom 
field name is a sales and rental builder, so don’t label it Short Stories and pass it 
bye $3.00 
There Aren't Many Good Bets This. Time 


In the mystery group there's a new Mignon Eberhart, THE CHIFFON SCARF (Doubleday), al- 
ways good for sales as well as rentals; and the last of S. S. Van Dine, THE WINTER 
MURDER CASE (Scribner). Outside of that, Kathleen Norris for her assured market, with 
LOST SUNRISE (Doubleday), and a dark horse in L. D. Baldwin's THE DELECTABLE COUNTRY 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


August 24 


Schiddel, Edmund SCRATCH THE SURFACE Harcourt, Brace 


Another candidate for the O'Hara school, Appointment in Samarra genre. 
It has many of the same strengths, many of the same weaknesses. Let's keep fingers 
crossed and see if Mr. Schiddel can grow up a bit faster than has John O'Hara. Mean- 
time, this is New York in the '30's, that very special angle on a New York that is 
none too pleasant to the nostrils. A triangle story, with no reservations, and no 
salutes to good taste. The situations are a bit off the beaten track; the three main 
characters, - Joel, well born and gently reared, out of a job and resenting his de- 
pendence on his wife; Persis, a bit cheap with a convincing camouflage, who uses what 
she has to make what she can; O'Connor, friend of both and in love with Persis, out 
of the dregs of the Mid West, a success in radio. The story shifts from bars to night= 
clubs to bedchambers to flashy offices - all superficial but vivid. The characters 
seem, for the most part, lay figures, and the dialogue, while it has a certain amount 
of sparkle, is not quite real. Sorry - can't see the publisher's enthusiasm justified. 


$2.50 
August 25 


Herbert, F. Hugh THE REVOLT OF HENRY Putnam 


Not important, but a pleasant tale of a 46-year old's kicking over the 
traces... Henry has long commuted to and from Larchmont, he is the able personnel man- 
ager of a big department store, but at home he is starved of kindness, affection and 
gaiety by his wife and daughter. He takes a fling at forbidden pastures, and ulti- 
mately things come to a head through Sheila, the sympathetic new maid. He leaves home 
- gets his wife to divorce him - marries Sheila and is happy. Henry is a likable guy, 
with his love of children, his foolishness, his interest in people, and his wife is 
made such a beast that the revolt seems justified. Good rentals for those who like 


family-marriage-divorce problems. Not topnotch but good entertainment. $2 eer 
uO 
August 28 
Bowman, Heath ALL YOUR BORN DAYS Bobbs, Merrill 


Bowman is better at travel than he ts at fiction, and by the same token, 
the travel aspects of this novel about restless Alan Reed are the best parts of a no- 
better-than-average novel. From Princeton to South America, back to New York where 
the crash sets him on the skids, into a bum's life, then up the ladder to a selling 
job, round and about Mexico, another glimpse of success - and another flop. Finally, 
it is an accident that saves his marriage, and a return to the old home town saves his 
sanity. A bit dull, much of the time - with the travel material making it almost 
worthwhile. $2.50 


August 34} 


Axelson, Mary McDougal A CHILD IS BORN Caxton 


A maternity ward in a city hospital and the women in the ward form the 
characters in this novel of obstetrical problems. Cross sectioningth®™ one finds 
they come from night clubs, from the streets, from respectable homes, and one from 
prison, Only their shared experience in child birth welds them together. The fath- 
ers, pacing the corridors outside, are unimportant. The novel is a bit shoddy, the 
writing of negligible value. $2.50 
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September 5 





Jacob, Naomi THIS PORCELAIN CLAY Macmillan 


An engrossing but rather tragic character study of a man who walked by 
himself, Shrewd, unscrupulous, but nevertheless likable, Louis Silver makes a for- 
tune and marries a peer's daughter - and both are slated for disaster. The story 
follows the pattern of their lives, as his materialism and cynicism wreck the marriage. 
It takes the acid fire of failure to bring Silver through as a stronger and better 
balanced individual. A well-constructed novel, a distinct appeal to thoughtful read- 
ers, this is an excellent psychological study and at the same time easy reading. Naomi 
Jacobs has a dependable though not a large following. They will like this one. $2.50 





September 8 






Ayres, Ruby M. WEEP FOR LOVE Doubleday, Doran 


All about Elizabeth, whose ideals about permanence in love and marriage are 
shattered by her parents divorce and remarriage ~- then by Kim, who jilted her step- 
sister and whom she loves. But stepsister is a baddie - and proven to be so — and 
Kim vindicated. Baby talk - kissing games — and what not this time. Adhesive. $2.00 


September 12 

























Dorey, Paul THREE MILES SQUARE Bobbs, Merrill 





A genuine enough picture of Iowa farm life, with a note of authenticity in 
the picture of the land and in the simplicity and ruggedness of the people. But as a 
novel it is long, lethargic, plodding, lacking the pace and vigor one demands in a reg— 
ional novel of the lusty type. It is a family chronicle, tracing the span from the 
death of the father, leaving a widow with four young ones, to the maturity of the eld- 
est son. The rhythm is marked by the seasonal round; the incidents supplied by the 
struggles of the children against the old order, the animosity of a neighbor. $2.50 





Mid-September 2S 


Morley, Tait TOWN HOUSE Richard R. Smith 


Grand Hotel pattern applied to a London brownstone house, converted into 
housekeeping flats. The owner, grim-visaged, kindly-intentioned Miss Mead, experi- 
ences life through her tenants, - marriages happy and unhappy, experiments of living 
in sin, frustrated ambitions, romance, business worries. Of prime importance to the 
story is young Judith, irrational and appealing. Then there is death and there is 
suicide, and the whole adds up to nothing very much, but readable as it goes. All 
very well in its way, but it doesn't weigh much. $2.00 


September 18 


Lofts, Norah BLOSSOM LIKE THE ROSE Knopf 


A new departure for Norah Lofts, in a strange story of a crippled youth, 
estranged from the father who hated his deformity, in love with the girl his father 
had deliberately befriended, and fascinated by tales of the new lands in America. He 
= goes to London, is smitten with the plague, recovers in time to join — along with the 
@ girl and the friend who had married her to protect her - an expedition to America to 
find a new Zion. And there, in the wilderness, comes out again new forms of intoler- 
ance and the evils they had fled in the old world. A story lacking depth and convic- 
tion - dated. $2.50 
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seprenver—so Seto 


i ; 


Wright, Richard NATIVE SON Harper 


Uncle Tom's. Children was a collection of novelettes; this is a full length 
novel by perhaps the outstanding of the young Negro fiction writers. He writes with 
violence, with passion, with force. This new book is a powerful study of fear and 
hatred, of social forces in America today which have instilled tnese elements into 
the Negro. A convincing story of Bigger Thomas, a Chicago slum product, resentful, 
rebellious, ignorant, storing up fear and hatred that he must stifle daily. When he 
gets a job as chauffeur to some "emancipated" capitalists, his antagonism breaks out. 
He kills, by accident; and fear forces him to shift the blame. Another death is made 
necessary, he is caught and sentenced to death. A violent story, but a convincing one. 

$2.50 
© September 26 


Perkins, Grace TWILIGHT CHEATS Farrar & Rinehart 


Definitely rental - definitely feminine, this story of the dangerous years 
of marriage, when financial security is assured, children can fen? for themselves, the 
wife lets herself go into mental and physical slovenliness, and the husband is ripe for 
romance. The “other woman" is an alert, independent careerist - and the wife puts up 
a good (and winning) fight. Routine triangle slicked up for modern consumption. $2.00 


bete-Septemser-” 
19/9 
Derleth, August RESTLESS IS THE RIVER Scribner 


Derleth can write. He needs still to learn the lesson of restraint. This 
novel carries on with some of the characters of Wind Over Wisconsin and covers the per- 
fod from 1839 to 1850, Chalfonte Pierneau was the pretagonist of the earlier book; 
his cousin, Augustin Brogmar, political exile from his native Hungary, is the central 
character of the new novel. The story deals with the founding of the city of Sac 
Prairie, with many enterprises, successful and otherwise. The gamble is meat and 
drink to him - but means madness to his wife, who cannot stand the transition from the 
nobility of her life in Europe to the crude simplicity of the prairie. This is more 


than a regional novel, but it is overlong and drags at times. $2.50 
October 4 
Baldwin, Leland D. THE DELECTABLE COUNTRY Lee Furman 


An historical novel, in which young David, driven by an inner urge to ach- 
ieve some measure of attainment beyond that of his fellows, is swept from one “phase 
of a crude country's progress to another. Caught in the surge of two opposing forces 
in the Whiskey Rebellion, inspired by Lawyer Brackenridge to reach out toward mental i 
attainments, by Preacher Strong to seek the kingdom of the soul, by his own passions 
to become involved in brawls, romance, prison, the brotnels, David has a tempestuous 
career. The scene shifts from Pittsburgh, to Philadelphia, from the river to the 
mountains, from Louisville to Natcnez and New Orleans. The characters make a connec- 
ting thread of pattern, but it is more a novel of pace and action than of characters, 
which somehow never achieves full stature. There are a good many historical characters 
met briefly; there are various steps in the struggle for identifying freedom with con- 
trol in a new country, there is now and then some sense of confusion with an overcrowd=- 
ed canvas. But all in all, it is a better than average historical novel. $2.75 
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October 6 


Norris, Kathleen LOST SUNRISE Doubleday, Doran 


There seems to be an undiscriminating and voracious rental market for Kath- 
leen Norris, but for those who weigh her books in the balance, here is one that will 
be found wanting. Under an unknown author's name, it would be passed by. It is the 
story of two sisters and their respective marriages, and particularly of one sister 
who sacrificed love and happiness to save her sistee from a breath of scandal. Super- 


ficial and unimportant. And very carelessly edited. $2.00 
October 10 
Morgan, Stella &. AGAIN THE RIVER Crowell 


A story of the flood areas of West Virginia and of the effect of the con- 
stant threat of the river on the people who live in its power. Three successive floods 
take their toll, but the love of the river, unpredictable enemy though it is, controls 
successive generations. The romance in the story seems secondary to the story of the 
river itself. Forcefully written, this might have been an tmpressive book, Actually, 
it is oversentimental and falls short of the goal at which it is aimed. $2.50 


Arnold, Elliott ONLY THE YOUNG Holt 


A novel of young America - the scene New York - the problem in the lives of 
three men of Communism, Fascism or Democracy as the answer to life's question. Social 
and economic insecurity during the depression, daily bread lines, senseless deaths, 
desperation and frustration, all these sights make Robert, young reporter, careless 
of the need of the girl he loves for the security that marriage would give. It takes 
two years abroad and the failure of Communism and of Fascism in his eyes, to bring 
him back to America with the door open to democracy. Propagandist writing, of a kind, 
modern, stream-lined, written in the unflinching, hard-clipped Hemingway style, good 
of its kind. $2.50 


October 11 


Burt, Katharine Newlin IF LOVE I MUST Macrae Smith 


Here are frills - and implausible situations and characters - and an im- 
pression of things being sharply black and white, but in spite of all that, thorough- 
ly readable. A mondaine mother finds disappointment in her earnest daughter Crystal, 
and decides to remake her. She goes in for beautifying and redressing in a big way, 
thrusts her out into society as bait for good prospects in the matrimonial market - 
and ends by losing her own prize beau, a famous icthyologist, to the daughter. Crystal 
deserts the field and tries the Riviera where her father holds forth. But true love 
wins out. $2.00 


A Handful of Late Arrivals. 


Published 


Collins, Norman LOVE IN OUR TIME Harper 


A modern case of "love flies out at the window when poverty comes in at 
the door” -— dramatized in the story of young marrieds battling against the giant of 
living beyond their means. Indigent relatives, an unwanted pregnancy, unpaid for fur- 
niture, all combine to create a situation, saved only by the wife's blundering father 
who comes to the rescue just in time. Perhaps it is too English to click over here, 
It might hit the Josephine Lawrence market. $2.50 
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Published 
Warner, Oliver UNCLE LAWRENCE Random House 
* Very much a specialty, but the perfect choice for the discerning, so don’t 


miss it. It is little more than a novelette, this story of a summer visit of a young 
Englishman to his exiled uncle, living on an island in Lake Erie, Ontario, an end-of- 
nowhere sort of spot. Lawrence was a failure, drifting penniless through the years, 
surviving from hand to mouth in a rotting shack. It is a moving picture, the old man's . 
inordinate pleasure in seeing someone from home, his pride in the youth, the round of 
island life, odds and ends of exiles, "England in old Canada". A quiet tale, with 


some lovely writing and a very definite and distinguished quality. $1.50 
August 8 
Whipple, Dorothy THE PRIORY Macmillan 


A long quiet Englisn family novel, with some charming moments and gentle 
humor - a nice story of various members of the family and the courses they follow. 
There is Anthea, very-much-a-spinster, who is none the less married to Marwood, and 
finds herself mistress of a house she cannot run, but who manages to present the family 
with twins and take the servant question in hand. Then there is Christine, whose marr- 
iage comes a cropper; and Penelope who takes her sister's child. The war scare and 
the Munich pact bring the family together again, and 411 ends happily. A pleasant 
book. $2.50 


August 10 


Griffiths, Alan AUTHORS IN, PARADISE Stokes 


Satirical picture of fun and games in the London literary racket, with 
imitations of various authors’ styles, exaggerations galore, amusing bits and light 
entertainment. Cockney Pawsey adopts a pseudonym and publishes a modern sequel to 
Gulliver's Travels, which, he declares, Swift has dictated to him from the spirit world. 
Then another interpreter of the spirit world crosses wires with his, both record plays 
by Shakespeare, and both rackets are nipped in the bud, Utter nonsense - a modern au- 


thor's Houseboat on the Styx sort of thing. $2.50 
August 11 
Pakington, Humphrey FAMILY ALBUM Norton 


Pleasant English drawing room novel of a 60-year span in the lives of the 
Brunswicks, treated in quietly humorous, slily observant and gently sympathetic manner, 
Victorian courtships, Edwardian dinner-parties provide settings for a series of por- 
traits and snapshots of the family at various stages, as Johnnie, of the third gener- 
ation, has a love affair with Sally Soames and quite a situation is created among the 
relatives. The period is the latter half of the 19th century, and Mr. Pakington man- 
ages to merge thin situations and thin characters into their setting so convincingly 


that the resultant whole takes on body and warmth. Agreeable in muted key. $2.50 
August 14 
Edmunds, Murrell BETWEEN THE DEVIL Dutton 


A dull and sordid picture of a Virginia mill town, where the leaders are 
against infiltration of current labor ideas. The new young minister is inspired to 
take hold of things - and fails. Rape, seduction, perversion, the rich against the 
poor, all makes pretty unpleasant reading - with little to justify it. $2.50 
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August 15 


Hewlett, Dorothy VICTORIAN HOUSE Bobbs, Merrill 


Your money's worth in the interrelated stories of all of the Pratt family, 
and the trials and tribulations of marriage in the days of Queen Victoria. The back- 
ground is filled with details of dress, decoration, morals, customs, etc. A long book 
for those who like leisurely period novels. The story revolves around the career of 
Phoebe, with a non-Victorian upbringing, who comes to live with her guardian, member 
of the genteel Pratt family. She rebels, runs away, and has a malodorous career, un- 
til fate throws her into the arms of the Pratts again. $2.75 


Smith, H. Allen MR. KLEIN'S KAMPF Stackpole 
or His. Life as. Aitler’s. Double | 


Ribald but not overly funny account of a bored playgirl taking an out-of- 
work actor, and making him over into Hitler's double, Theydecend on Chamberlain, go 
fishing with him, create an international situation, even carry their machinations in- 
to the realm of the cat world when the actor's cat has an affair with the Chamberlain 
cat. Then they transfer their attentions to France, throw Daladier into conniptions, 
and eventually spill the beans when the actor, a bit the worse for liquor, gives back 
the Saar and pans Mussolini in public. Hasty departure, leaving all in a tangle. Am- 
using - but there's a bit too much drinking and wenching for your conservatives, And 
the satire is a bit thin at times. Mr. Smith is the comic feature writer of the World 
Telegram, cockeyed in the best traditions. [Illustrated by Harry Diamond. Big cam- 


paign planned. $1.50 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


July 31 


Darby, J. Ne MURDER IN THE HOUSE WITH THE BLUE EYES Bobbs, Merrill 


Nothing flashy or hard-boiled here but a small town mystery well told, 
with the murder of a local playboy on Christmas Eve incriminating a young woman. She 
joins forces with her sweetheart, the sheriff,in solving the crime, and almost loses 
her life in the process. Told in the first person. A nice job. $2.00 


August 4 
Tilton, Alice COLD STEAL A Leonidas. Witherall Mystery Norton 


If you don't mind your sleuthing vaguely obscured by a madcap entertainment, 
this is your dish. Witherall (Bill Shakespeare of The Cut Direct) has a rousing re- 
turn from a trip around the world when he is knocked over the head on the Boston train, 
finds his new home not what he had planned, and discovers a body in the stationwagon. 
There is romance, pointlessbabble, silly situations, screwball characters - and through 


it all "Bill" runs down the killer. $2.00 


August 14 


Warren, J. Russell MURDER FROM THREE ANGLES Lee Furman 


You can solve this yourself, but the process of uncovering the details makes 
good reading. Three different characters tell their parts of the story, as a blind 


sleuth follows through the investigation of the death of a man, known as a blackmailer, 
$2.00 
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September 8 


fy 


‘ . ) . en { } 
Eberhart, Mignon G. The Chou ° os Doubleday, Doran 
at 
* There are four deaths unaccounted for and the plans of an inventor and the 


Keilress to an aviation plant are thrown askew. It takes an ex-detective, now running 
a dude ranch, to get behind the events, and the lovely Eden, deeply implicated bystander, 
is trapped by the killer, and only finally saved from death. Suavely fashion-plated 
as usual. A dependable Eberhart. $2.00 


Jones, Jennifer MURDER AL FRESCO Doubleday, Doran 


Daisy Mott, our real estate woman with unorthodox inclinations towards crime 
detecting, puts up a fight against the local D. A. in a town in upper New York state, 


and spots the murderer of a none too pleasant female blackmailer. $2.00 
Latimer, Jonathan RED GARDENIAS Doubleday, Doran 
* Tough, fast, slick - and swell reading in its field. Two deaths by carbon 


monoxide result in employing a private dick. He brings along the girl friend as camou- 
flage, takes a job in the refrigerating plant, and both of them do a bit of fast work, 
hit the high spots, help organize a raid against gangsters and get their man. $2.00 


September 12 


Reeves, Robert DEAD AND DONE FOR Knopf 


Broadway show business sees a doublecrossing producer deaded - and a gangster, 
his blonde aiming at stardom, a jilted actress-mistress, all seem involved. Detecting 


by a novice. Tough dialogue - cracking wise neatly - more action than brainwork. Good. 
_ $2.00 


Mid September 


Mosher, John S. LIAR DICE Simon & Schuster 


A China treaty port, under Japanese surveillance, is background for trouble 
in the U S Consulate, when an American and a Chinese are found dead. Local and inter- 
national angles complicate the story unduly, and sub-plots relating to opium smuggling, 
war lords, gambling, woman trouble give you your money's worth. Not top ranking as a 


whodunit, but good reading. $2.00 
September 18 


O'Neil, Kerry MOONEY MOVES AROUND Reynal & Hitchcock 


Kidnapping in the dress business develops into murder, and Mooney, hired 
to clear things up, busts into rackets, snots the police, plays it rough, ready and 


rowdy, and delivers the goods. Fast action, spoiled by an annoying style of writing. 
$2.00 


September 19 


Brand, Max GUNMAN'S GOLD Dodd, Mead 


Good Brand - and that is high praise. A touch and go, riding and shooting 
yarn about a good-looker framed for double murder. There's a hired investigator, who 
saves him repeatedly, at risk to himself, and there is a lovely girl who eventually sees 
through an ugly face to a heart of gold. $2.00 
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October 4 









Raine, William MacLeod THE RIVER BEND FEUD Houghton, Mifflin 





The thundering herd gives way to the 8-cylinder car and the airplane. East- 
ern thugs are hired to swell the ranks of Texas bad men, and cocktails are served to 
bolster appetites, if not the courage of the Raleighs. Jeff Hunter has come from Mex-— 
ico via the racing breast stroke, with bullets Splashing around him, and becomes in- 
volved in the affairs of the Raleighs, and helps pull their chestnuts out of the fires. 
Pretty obvious. $2.00 








October 9 










Morton, Anthony CHALLENGE BLUE MASK! Lippincott 


I loved the first Blue Mask stories, and this one - if one hasn't read the 
others - is a pippin. But if the whole line-up is fairly fresh in memory, there is too 
much sameness of method and detail. To be sure, this time he is the victim, and it is 
up to him to prove he hasn't committed theft against himself. $2.00 























October ro~ |") 


Gregory, Jackson MAD O'HARA OF WILD RIVER Dodd, Mead 


Rather berserk mystery-western, off the beaten track, with lots of ferreting 
around but little rough riding and shooting. The first day on a newly acquired ranch 
reveals all kinds of trouble, but young O'Hara, fixer-upper par excellence gives the 


y dogs their due, and gets the girl and the cash. Cockeyed but readable. $2.00 
@ Ge\dan Susans MWoxrdor 
Disney, Dorothy Cameron THE USUAL—-FHREE Random House 


? 
Hollywood setting for the frameup for a double murder of a glamorous star, 


whose Philadelphia aunt comes to the rescue by blocking the police, investigating pri- 
vately, and acting as decoy for the killer. Aunt Susan learns of moving picture loves 
and hates and fears and copes with unheard of situations. Good reading - authentic 


background — fair mystery. $2.00 
October 14 

Van Dine, S. S. THE WINTER MURDER CASE Scribner 

* This is the last Philo Vance mystery written before the author's death, and 


while not superspecial, it is a fast moving, compact job, almost telegraphic in method, 
Philo Vance sees what makes the wheels go round in an emerald robbery and two murders 
on a millionaire's estate in upper New York. There's a special preface with a biogra- 
phical sketch of S. S. Van Dine, and his famous "Rules for Detective Story Writers." 
Note price $1.75 


October -?7 


Ford, Leslie THE TOWN CRIES MURDER Scribner 


Miss Lucy replaces Grace Latham in this story of murder in old Williamsburg. 

Skimpy on the mystery side, but tirere's an aura of magnolias and antiques and general 

@ trimmings in which Leslie Ford shines. It's all about a girl loved by two young ones 

and about tc be married off by her aunt to a wealthy old one who will save the family 
homestead. Then he is killed - and everyone has motives. Miss Lucy to the asa 

2.00 
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NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 
August 28 
Cecil, David THE YOUNG MELBOURNE Bobbs, Merrill 
*% In my opinion, the first biography in its field to rival Strachey's period 


pieces, a book which has had a brilliant English press, and a book, which although 
dealing with a relatively minor figure, has such charm and distinction that it must win 
the place it deserves. Like Strachey, David Cecil has a deep appreciation of a bygone 
period and is fully successful in recreating it - the period of the Whig aristocracy. 
Like Strachey, the focus_is on personality rather than event. Like Strachey, the prose 
style is precise, urbane, luminous, The story deals witn the formative years of William 
Melbourne, up to his 47th year, and before he became prime minister and advisor to Queen 
Victoria. It deals with the tragi-comic fiasco that was his marriage to Caroline Pon- 
sonby, "sad, mad, bad young Lady Caroline", vivid, elusive, devastatingly egotistical, 

a fury bent on self destruction, and destruction of 211 who touched her. Her fame — or 
infamy - rests on her affair with Byron. William himself is a paradoxical and challeng- 
ing character, ccmbining his zest for life, worldliness, common sense and 2 cynical 
detachment of the Whig elite withthe idealism of the coming century. Contemplative but 
lusty, tolerant but disenchanted, only in later years was he to attain some direction. 
His chief propensity lay in avoiding trouble. he was poised between personal and pol- 
itical issues, he was vacillating but not weak. A delicate and at tbhe same timea brill-. 
fant book. The bookseller has a chance to help "make" this book, for here is a dark 
horse, a subject that will not sell on its name - and yet a rewarding book which custom- 
ers who want to be in the vanguard with important English biographies will appreciate 
having brought to their attentiol. Illustrated. $3.00 


September 25 


Harding, Bertita IMPERIAL TWILIGHT Bobbs, Merrill 
The Story of Karl & Zita of Hungary 


An untold story, a modern romance - but somehow even Bertita Harding has not 
been able to cloak it in the aura that pervades her other books dealing with members of 
the royal line of Austria. Perhaps the period is too close for it to be possible to get 
away from a somewhat studied attention to chronological accuracy, to details handled bet- 
ter elsewhere. Some day the story will be told again. Meantime, it is one of the 
great adventures of our generation, this troubled pattern of the "pretender" tothe throne 
of Austria-Hungary. Karl was a favorite nephew of the old Franz Joseph, and became heir 
apparent after the tragedy of Sarajevo. Scarcely he had been proclaimed emperor, with 
Franz Joseph's death, than he was exiled to Switzerland. So far the story is somewhat 
commonplace. But in the successive attempts to stage a coup d’letat, in the courageous 
journey through forbidden territory to Hungary, once alone, once accompanied by Zita, 
Karl wins our affection and respect. Good adventure - and a tragic ending. His son 
Otto, still lives, his mother still hopes. Perhaps the final chapter is yet to be wri 
tten. Bertita Harding has a wide and enthusiastic and somewhat uncritical audience. 
Hence the inclusion of this book under the MUST BOOK classification. But it is not Ber- 
tita Harding at her best. Illustrated. $3.50 
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September 29 





Craven, Thomas — ed, A TREASURY OF ART MASTERPIECES Simon & Schuster 


\ or 






1K A sure bet for Fall and holiday sales, It is bringing coais to Newcastle 
to report the book nere, in view of the excellent job of advance publicity that the 
publisners are doing tnrough their generous distribution of the announcement circular, 
with its full color insert. Advance orders already amply justify the extravagance of 
this circular. The booksellers have a real chance, with 100% publisher cooperation be- 
hind them.... I have seen, not the finished book, but Oked full color proofs of the 144 
great paintings of the world, from Giotto and the early Italians, to contemporary modern- 
ists of the French and American schools. It is as fine a piece of color reproduction 

as I have ever seen, and the largest and most representative collection of art master- 
pieces ever brought together, in such form, in one volume. I have also seen the text 

by the editor, Thomas Craven, art critic of note and author of Men of Art ete, In- 
troductory material sketches the highlights in the history of painting. Each reproduc- 
tion is accompanied by an appreciative editorial and critical note, and - where impor- 
tant to the understanding of the school and the artist, biographical material is includ- 
ed. But the book is not primarily a book about the artists, but rather a book about the 
pictures. The special offer on a limited number of orders placed before the book goes 

to press in August has still two weeks to run. A first edition copy at $8.50 - up to 
August 15th. After that date, the price is still a bargain at $10.00 




















Plus Sales on Other Art Books of the Season 






















October 10 


Boswell, Peyton, Jr. MODERN AMERICAN PAINTING Dodd, Mead 


* Here'sa chance for following through with the sale of this book on American 
painting. I've seen the reproductions for this volume also, and again they are ex- 
cellent. 86 reproductions of modern American artists’ work, 18 of America's "Old Mas-— 
ters" ~ evidence that we have no reason to be ashamed of the quality of the work being 
done in America today. Ninety per cent of the artists represented are still living. 
The text -— by the editor of The Art Digest ~ proves conclusively that there is an "Am- 
erican Senool of Painting, he proves it in his careful analysis of the development of 
art in America, the break-down into three currents cof expression, and he supplements 
his critical data by brief biographies of the painters represented, and by listing the 
factual data about each painting reproduced. The reproductions are made from plates 
of Life magazine. The publishers have made a circular for bookshop use. Why not do a 
double-header job on these two important art books? $5.00 


Last minute flash ~- A TREASURY OF AMERICAN PRINTS, containing 100 reproductions of 
selected etchings and lithographs, edited by Craven (Simon & Schuster) will be dis- 
tributed by the Book of the Month as a book-dividend, Trade edition $4.00, More 


data later. 


Two Art Books That Won't Pull Their Wetght 






August 24 
; Brownell, Baker ART IN ACTION Harper 
A discussion of nine arts in a modern world, which places painting as a sub- 





head, along with dancing, music, cooking, poetry, drama, architecture, sculpture and 
costume. Art - modern art — must be related to living, claims Mr. Brownell. And to 
prove his point he laboriously and self-consciously applies his test to each in turn. 
"Words are a substitute for action" -"The drama is half dance, half poetry" - "Costume 


is an art of action" etc. A book for those interested primarily in functional art, 
OO 
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September 13 


Jewell, Edward Alden HAVE WE AN AMERICAN ART? Longmans, Green 


The art critic of the Times uses the reception accorded two showings of 
American art in Europe to point his criticism of the shortcomings, the hopes and the 
aspirations of American art. This scarcely merits expansion into a book; rather is 
it a stimulating and interesting essay for a magazine. As a book, printed in studied- 
ly modern type, and with inexplicable variations as to width of margins, etc., it seems 
mannered and artificial. The book might be of interest to students, but scarcely to 
the general public. And the format - and the price - and the lack of illustration 


(there are only decorative sketches included) unfit it for that field at the price. 
$2.75 


Note: Don't overlook the possibilities of selling tne George Biddle autobiography, 

An American Artist's. Story (Little, Brown), reviewed July 15th, page 273, and last 
year's memorable biography of Thomas Benton, An Artist tn America. You have a chance, 
with the two important Fall art books to create a special market for other books in 
the field. I've mentioned these two merely as leads. 


BOOKS IN OTHER FIELDS WHICH SHOULD BE GOOD BETS 


Winston Churchill's STEP BY STEP 1936-1939 (Putnam), a timely book; JUGGERNAUT by 
Albert Carr (Viking), a book not to be overlooked; a new Ivan Sanderson, CARIBBEAN ~ 
TREASURE (Viking); and the Earhart biography, SOARING WINGS by George Palmer Putnam 
(Harcourt, Brace). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August 17 
Zollinger, James Peter SUTTER The Man and Hts. Empire Oxford 


Good solid reading, neither too heavy handed from the angle of scholarship 
and research, nor too glamorous in the picture of one of America's most colorful fig- 
ures. A sure sale on the Coast, and an important library and college item everywhere. 
Careful, authentic, drawn from primary sources, weighing previous evidence in the 
balance, this should prove a definitive life of the man to whom the discovery of gold 
proved eventual ruin. He had early abandoned his family in Switzerland, had had a 
fabulous career in America, ne made an empire out of a wilderness, he added new terri- 


tory to the United States, and ne died a broken man, Historical adventure, Illus- 
trated. $3.50 


August 21 
Hambloch, Ernest GERMANY RAMPANT Carrick & Evans 


Here is a book that will destroy conclusively any wishful thinking in the 
direction of feeling that Hitler is a phenomenmthat will pass. Rather he is shown 
as the unconscious expression of the German psychosis, with roots deep in German 
tradition, and with history, philosophy and intellectualism indicating that the Ger- 
man today is too true to the past to be good for the rest of the world. Nazi intol- 
erance is no passing phase. Concessions are hopeless. Germany must be opposed in 
the economic field, or she will achieve her dream of world conquest. The two most 
exciting and important chapters deal with the German Economic Drive and German Econ- 


omic Militarism. $2.50 
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August 22 
} King, Blanche Busey UNDER YOUR FEET Dodd, Mead 


The author is an archaeologist and writes about the discoveries revealed in 
the opening of the King Mounds in Wickliffe, Kentucky, and draws conclusions and con- 
Jectures on the habits of these ancient Mound Builders. The origin of these people 
was undoubtedly Asiatic and in a period when the Bering Strait was bridged by fords, 
many must have crossed to North America. The Mound Builders themselves were probably 
American Indians of 1,000 years ago, sun and fire worshippers, delighting in ornamenta- 
tion, brilliant craftsmen. Inclusion of verse and legends makes this a layman's book. 


$2.50 


Bigger, Joseph W, MAN AGAINST MICROBE Macmillan 


A professor at the University of Dublin tells the story of microbiology, 
and manages to divest it of every vestige of glamor and general lay appeal. Purely a 
book for the student, there's a consistent classroom tone to it, both in content and 
style. First, definition, identification, cultivation, use of microscope, etc.; next, 
microbes in relation to disease, with the histories of the men who contributed most to 
eliminating the big scourges (Koch, Pasteur, Lister, etc.), Finally, the transmission 
ef microbes, practical application to everyday life. Can't see bookstore sale. $2.50 


August 24 


Nicolson, Harold DIPLOMACY Harcourt, Brace 


More years ago than I can count I took a semester's course in diplomacy. 
I don't think that the whole term's list of text books gave more actual fact about the 
© essentials of diplomacy than this slender volume by one of England's most cultured and 
brilliant diplomats and men of literature. He has given the reader a birdseye view of 
the history of diplomacy; he has defined his terms succinctly; he has analyzed trends 
and the meaning of diplomacy, old and new. And he has surveyed the changes in policy 
and the "temperament" and characteristics of the different nations today. $2.00 















August 25 


Churchill, The Rt. Hon. STEP BY STEP 1936-1939 Putnam 
Winston S. 


Wnile England Slept was a best seller. It was a collection of the eminent 
statesman's speeches over a period of years, directed to the major thesis. Now comes 
a book that is even more timely, - his fortnightly letters on foreign policy and de- 
fense. Once again he shows himself more of a statesman than his enemies would credit 
him with being, more far-sighted than many would like to prove him, more tolerant and 
controlled than even his friends acclaim him. His is a far-seeing eye, and he is one 
of the few men of his type and class, wno is willing to recognize where he has been 
wrong, and to restate his case. The material comes up to May of the current year. $4.00 


















August ? 





Gill, Carrington WASTED MAN POWER: The Challenge of Unemployment Norton. 


An able presentation of the problem of unemployment, placing the burden of 
proof on tne changes in modern civilization, technological advance and various other 
economic factors which have inevitably led to the present system of work relief. He 
justifies government spending in order to utilize unemployed manpower to create tang- 
ible social wealth, believing that expenditures will raise the level of consumption 
and create mass purchasing power, that only by increasing the ratio of expenditures 
to national savings can the balance be restored and private investment encouraged to 
take up the slack. Nonpolitical, but definitely pro-administration,. $2.75 






















1939 Non-fiction 






August 1, 





September 5 


) de la Mare, Walter BEHOLD THIS DREAMER Knopf 









































In an anthology of some 600 pages, de la Mare has collected poems and prose 
passages that are akin in their concern with the world of fancy. His principle con- 
tribution is a long essay, Dreams and Imagination, introducing "Things to Come.” In 
it he discusses the stuff of dreams, recognizing the Freudian interpretation and prob- 
ing beneath that for the poet's meaning. The selections range from those of Shake- 
speare, Donne and Spenser, to Shelley, Havelock Ellis and Robert Frost. An unusual 
collection, containing much that is unfamiliar along with the true and tried. $4.50 


September 6 
Ambassadors at Large series —- 2 titles 


Longmans, Green 


D'Ormesson, Wladimir FRANCE 
Longmans, Green 


Pellizzi, Camillo ITALY 


This new series will introduce, through men competent to speak for their 
countries, the statements of foreign policies from the Armistice to the present. If 
it is safe to take these two volumes as samples of the method, each speaker will review 
the facts, survey the problems, defend the position taken in controversial issues. 
Political transactions are presented, well documented against an historical background. 
In selecting the authors, the editor of the series, E. H. Carr of London is making a 
genuine effort towards international understanding. In preparation, England, Germany, 
U.S.S.R., Japan. If it is fair to judge from the two volumes at hand, it is inevitable 
that the writers will view the same facts through different eyes, and that - to the 
observer — both writers are, perhaps naturally, prejudiced, the results contradictory. 


a Each $2.00 
» Sao 
September g 


Partington, Wilfred FORGING AHEAD Putnam 





For your book collectors, this will prove filled with trmendous interest, 
telling as it does of the discoveries about the forgeries, piracies and general mis- 
behaviour cf the internationally famous Tnomas James Wise, who worked himself up, not 
only in his business field, but became a collector and bibliographer of importance. 
This details the beginnings of his career of crime, how he wiggled out of ticklish 
situations, how he hnoaxed reputable bookmen. Browning, Wordsworth, Shelley, Ruskin, 
Swinburne, and other famous names all suffered at his hands, and this is the expose. 


Illustrated. ahs $3.50 
Qi. 
Carr, Albert JUGGERNAUT The Path of Dictatorship Viking 
* Here is history, here is biography, illuminating, exciting, revealing, a 
The author 


constructive contribution to the growing library of material on fascism. 
does not confine himself to the fascistic reflection of dictatorship, but divides nis 
subject into three classes, - dynasts, revolutionaries, crisis men. He suggests the 
historical basis of dictatorship, places emphasis on the relation between the economic 
classes, and holds out a hope that America can safeguard the principle of democracy. 
He has an uncanny insight into the future, and - for instance - foretells just the 
direction that British statemanship will take which a British speaker outlined last 
night on the radio, i.e., placating the fascist countries by lending them money to 
€: bring them into rapport on economic grounds. But the author brings evidence to show 
that the dictators today cannot be bought. In his text he weaves the lives of 20 
dictators, drawn from various countries and various periods, and the result is an 
understanding and revealing book, applicable to the problems we are facing today. 


(If we could only learn from history!) $3.00 
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September 11 






Davies, A. Mervyn CLIVE OF PLASSEY Seribner 





This is a disappointing book, for while Clive and his achievements are in 
themselves material made to order for dramatic treatment, Mr. Davies has made the 
text too objective and a bit stuffy. The emphasis is supposedly on Clive the man, 
rather than Clive the soldier, but Clive is too often subordinated to the historical 
events of his period, with the result tnat one gets a cardboard figure of a man. The 
biographical data is presented chronologically, from an insignificant boynood, through 
the years of fame in India, to his tragic suicide. Scholarly rather than popular. 


$3.75 











September 12 







Soule, George AN ECONOMIC CONSTITUTION FOR DEMOCRACY Yale 





The Peril to Democracy, The Legacy of the New Deal and The New Economic 
Constitution - these are the three Storrs Lectures, published first in the New Repub- 
lic and now brought together in book form. George Soule recognizes the need for 
examining our internal structure, he outlines the main problems before the New Deal 
and gives credit for success in regulating the sources of money, partial success in 
regulating the flow of money, and charges confusion in matters of price adjustments, 
lack of success in stimulating private enterprise, no solution of unemployment. He 
shows that while important reforms have been made they are stillinadequate and that 
it is imperative that government be permitted to enter further into the field of goods 
and servicessold to consumers. He outlines a new economic program, policed by trade 
unionism, etc. $1.50 

























s September 13 


Waugh, Evelyn MEXICO An Object Lesson Little, Brown 


An Englishman and a Conservative spends two months in Mexico and presents 

| a study of conditions in tnat country. He compares the attitude of the U. S. to tne 
English attitude towards the Irish question in tne 19th century. He traces the causes 

| of Mexico's decay in legislation on international relations, labor, etc. He enjoys 

Mexico superficially, but goes deeper than most tourists and sees little in existing 

economic conditions that he can praise, A thougntful study of material at hand. $2.50 


Armitage, Merle POST-CAVIAR Longmams, Green 


Highlights of the tour taken by a Russian opera company across the U. S. in 

1922, as reported by their publicity man. He tells of how he found them on his door- 

| step, virtually, how he and Hood took the gamble, launched them in Seattle, and then 
went on tour. It was a mad adventure, with impossible situations constantly arising, 
but it was a successful venture. Specialized reading for the opera and ballet fans, 
the Haskell audience, for instance. Of no great import, other than as a novelty. 


$2.50 
September 14 


Stevens, Fertha THOREAU Reporter. of the Universe John Day 


This is not a biography, but an anthology of Thoreau, with the selections 

made and classified under special heads such as Birds, Rivers, Growing Things, and 
@ so forth. It seems rather arbitrary and the difficulty of avoiding overlapping, with 
a man who wrote so continually of all facets of the universe around him, is wellnigh 
insurmountable. One wonders where the advantage lies - except for those who want to 
use the book as one would use a book of "Familiar Quotations." Limited appeal.$2.50 
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September 18 
Borth, Christy PIONEERS OF PLENTY The Story of Chemurgy Bobbs Merrill 


Fascinating reading, stimulating the imagination along the lines of new in- 
Gustrial materials, economic possibilities, etc. Against the background of the accept— 
ed scientific discoveries as of 1934, are told the stories of the men, American and 
foreign, who have advanced this new field into the position of an important factor for 
the future. One might define it as the science of manufacturing useful things from 
waste, and the aim is to abolish scarcity by a modern alchemy. The new part played by 
milk, beans, cotton, flax, wood, wood fibers, medical discoveries, and so on, indicate 
a few of the peepholes into the future that chemurgy has opened. Plus sale for juniors. 


$3.00 
September 19 


Chamberlin, Frederick ELIZABETH AND LEYCESTER Dodd, Mead 


This scarcely proves the claim made for it of being a "dramatic biography" 
for it is a meticulously scholarly attempt to vindicate Leycester rather than a re- 
telling of his story. Chamberlin endeavours to clear him of every charge, to prove 
him a paragon, magnetic, loyal, a soldier of courage, a statesman of insight. How 
sound his proof may prove it is not for the layman to judge. And the result is ex- 
tremely difficult reading, what with annotations, documentation, citation and foot— 
notes, one can't see the wood for the trees. Possibly a book for limited use in public 


and college libraries. $5.00 


I | 
Seprember 20 McloRer 4 
Grooch, William Stephen FROM CRATE TO CLIPPER With Captain Musick Longmans, Green 


The span of a pioneer pilot's life, from attempting to fly his own jerry- 
built plane in 1912 to the disappearance of the Samoan Clipper. A unique career in 
aviation, a pioneer in expansion of commercial air transportation, A biassed picture 
of Pan American aviation - and not too favorable a one, but filled with adventure and 
incident. Too personal in its interpretation of the subject's thoughts but otherwise 


well done. $2.00 
¢ af , i 
Se (Hembe + 20 


Robinson, Alonzo Clark THINGS USED TO BE DIFFERENT Longmans, Green 


The personal experiences of a dilettante from his early days at Yale in the 
Golden Nineties to the outbreak of the war. He tells of collegiate escapades in old 
New York, of the Grand Tour, during which he made the acquaintance of every bar and 
boasted his capacity for drink. Most of the people he collected along the way seem 
unimportant, but an occasional glimpse of a meeting with Rodin, Debussy, St. Denis 
is of interest. A vacuous,superficial life that glories in looking backward, and 
continually complains of tne social changes in the pattern of today. Can't see much 
excuse for publishing it. $2.50 


Crawford, Kenneth G. THE PRESSURE BOYS Messner 


The inside story of the lobbyists, hirelings of private property interests - 
or political parties - out to make Congressmen fall into line - the "phantom fourth 
branch of government." A book by a Washington correspondent, leftish in slant, and 
pulling no punches. Most of the material deals witn dirty dealings of the last five 
years, and with the failure of the Black investigation into lobbying:- the Food and 
Drug Act and the part Musica played in it; Will Hays and his movie magnate team; 
various business lobbies, - sugar, rubber, railroads, utilities, drugs. Then the 
propaganda lobbyists, pro and anti labor, fascism, war, Roosevelt and the New Deal. 
Crawford gives the New Deal a square deal, and they come off pretty well. A book in 
the America's Sixty Familtes. category. $3.00 












August 1, 1939 Non-fiction ~ 3002 = 


September 22 










Harrison, George Russell ATOMS IN ACTION: Morrow 
The World of Creative Physics 






This - along with the story of Chemurgy, leads one to believe that our lives 
are just a series of test tubes for the scientists. Here are the physicists at work, 
in the fields of agriculture, radio, glass manufacture, light, medicine, the weather. 
Here are the latest findings in photography, television, phonographs, air conditioning, 
aviation, spectroscopic analysis, microscopes, telescopes, etc. An exciting world we 
live in, where every material problem hinges on the control of energy. Good reading 






























for the layman. $3.50 
Noice, Harold BACK OF BEYOND Putnam 
* A far cry from the Fleming school of adventure, soft pedalled, - this account 


of a trip into the jungles of South America, living with a tribe of Indians, escaping 
their wrath by a close shave when magnesium flares for indoor pictures explode and 
cause a fire. Hired by Pathe to do travelogues and documentary real life films, he 
heads for this particular tribe to film primitive life, and from the start things hap- 
pen. It is tall stuff, but swell armchair adventure, with a good pace, plenty of de- 
tails about native customs and life, and well planned drama. $3.50 


September 26 
White, Charles D. CAMPS AND COTTAGES How To Build Them Yourself: Crowell 


© A practical how-to-do book on constructing a camp for permanent use, from 
the choice of the site to the finished job. Designed for the man of limited means who 
gets a kick out of doing things himself, or a book which will help anyone to judge and 
supervise the work of a contractor and builder. Goes into details regarding materials, 
structural problems and their solution, finishes, short cuts to good results, etc, Good 
practical advice, with over 100 drawings and plans. $2.00 


Raushenbush, Stephen THE MARCH OF FASCISM Yale 


A more serious book on fascism than most but rough sledding for the average 
reader, for there is none of the anectoage, the personal history, etc., which makes 
the Carr book, Juggernaut (Viking--see page 299) such lively reading. Raushenbush 
takes up the similarities between the U. S. and Germany to show the ways in which we 
are vulnerable. Then he discusses the type of fascism in Germany, shows how employment 
has been used to compensate for loss of freedom, how a sense of unity and fraternity 
masks the weakness of the economic set-up. Then the church in Germany and the sub- 
stitution of a party state religion for an individual credo, and the use of anti- 
Semitism as a propaganda weapon. Next the Balkans, Italy, back to the U. S., with a 
theoretical program for defense. Appraisal throughout from economic, social and 
political angles. $3.00 


September 27 


Bolitho, Hector _ HAYWIRE An American Travel Diary Longmans, Green 


An English lecturer is kinder to us than Margaret Halsey was to his come 
®@ patriots. He writes with malice towards few, of places and people encountered, He 
enjoyed the warm hospitality, he covers familiar ground ~- our trains, food, manners 
and customs. Very British in his observations, and in his confessed ignorance and 
amusement over things we should not notice. His lecture tour took him to the West 
Coast, North and South. Illustrated by Jonn Groth. $2.00 
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September 27 


Jerome, Edward THE PROBLEM OF THE CONSTITUTION Longmans, Green 


The thesis of this is that the Constitution should be interpreted in the 
light of Hamiltonian dialectic, i.e., that we are a republic not a democracy, and this 
backward look is a far cry from reality. Theories of economic doctrines, sovreignity, 
with attention to the dual setup of state and federal governments, a sharp criticism 
of modern constitutional theories and the Supreme Court decision upholding the National 
Labor Relations Act constitute a major part of the discussions herein, and the whole is 
a sharp shriek of pain against present day application of constitutional interpretation. 
By this thesis the Constitution becomes, not a political document but a static cata- 


lepsis. $2.50 
DQ / 
September ?? YI! 0 
Buenzle, Fred J. BLUEJACKET Norton 
* E. S. McCawley echoes Reisenberg's comparison of this autobiography to Mel- 


ville's White Jacket, as the firstadequate personal story written since that memor- 
able tale. A sailor's story of the Old Navy by a lower deck rating, whose recollec- 
tions span the years between the old and new. A yeoman in the Navy is a member of the 
ship's clerical force, and Chief Yeoman Buenzle rates his title of "writer" in every 
sense. His is a vivid picture of an old time deep water sailor and he has a rare gift 
for spinning a yarn, "I regard this book as a find," says Mr. McCawley, "and as such 
it deserves high rating. Don't miss the plus sale to older boys." Illustrated by 
Charles E. Pont. $3.00 


Loomis, Alfred F. RANGING THE MAINE COAST Norton 


"This is not for the elderly lady who spends her summers at Bar Harbor, but 
for those who go to sea and like it, and know that on shore a "nun" is a lady in holy 
orders, but at sea she is a buoy. This is a yachtsman's book, by a distinguished 
yachtsman-author, and illustrated by a Grade A marine artist. A sea-going Trending 
Into Haine, filled with references to early explorers, Champlain, John Smith, Gosnold 
and the rest. Not a cruising guide, but a book to incite cruising, the subject matter 
handled with a light touch and a sense of humor. As all good Chesapeake Bay yachtsmen 
cruise with Swepson Earle's Chesapeake Bay Country in the cabin; so this book belongs 
on the "down easter's shelf, along with the admirable Cruising Guide to the New England 
Coast and Moffat's indispensable Galley Guide. Good prospects - subscribers to yacht- 
ing magazines.” Note to booksellers:~ E. S. MceCawley, our sea expert, gives a lot of 
gratuitous information in the foregoing. Now you have no excuse for not making a plus 
sale or so to mariners. $4.00 


Iseley, Bliss BLAZING THE WAY WEST 9/28 Scribner 


This makes exciting reading as history or adventure - a new slant on the 
growth of this, our country, in the contribution made to expansion by the French. 
Lured by the fishing, then the fur trade, tnis follows the frontier smashing by ex- 
plorers, traders, hunters, colonizers, etc. All the famous names are there, - Fronten- 
ac, La Salle, Cadillac, Champlain, Marquette, Jolliet, Cartier, etc., together with 
others not so familiar, Plus sale for school and college reading shelves. Illustrated. 


$3.00 


Odlum, Hortense A WOMAN'S PLACE 10/4 Scribner 


The president of Bonwit, Tellers writes of her life, from the early days 
in Utah, through the first years of marriage to Floyd Odlum, on to her success career 
as an amateur proving what a professional couldn't prove about running a specialty 
store for women. Into a happy life as wife and mother was thrust the suggestion that 
she investigate the shortcomings of Bonwit Teller, She made her survey, handed in her 
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suggestions, saw them pigeon-holed, and went in disgust off on holiday. Then came the 
offer of the presidency -— hesitation - and acciptance. The problems she encountered, 
the explanation of her methods of correcting them, the investigation of causes of 
complaint and the building up of interest in the store, Interesting particularly as 
the story of an untrained woman and her approach to the job; her application of a 
practical knowledge of human - particularly feminine - nature. Double interest, a 
woman's story and a department store story. $2.75 









Kassel, Al I WENT NATIVE In TaHITI. OCclooer> J2 RR. gmitn 


The text offers small excuse for publishing, but the 38 pages of illustration 
in three color almost justifies it. One might look at this as a modern sort of Gauguin 
story ~ a business man goes native and turns artist. In impressionistic prose-verse he 
gives sketches of life in Tahiti, of the natives, of Papeete, street scenes, dances, 
ceremonies, legends and folklore, The illustrations are stunning - woodblock tech- 
nique, with more fluidity than usual, and a bold sense of pattern and design. $3.00 








October 4 

























Footner, Hulbert CHARLES’ GIFT Harper 


I found it delightful reading, though I don't believe it will reach a wide 
market. It's a book for those who love old houses, who like to delve into local trad- 
itions, who know and love the Chesapeake Bay section of Maryland. It is a story of a 
place, the people who built it, tne history of the locale, the changes in life and 
customs — and the author's own checkered career in connection with it, as he gradually 
rebuilt the old home and made it his own. Inclusion of actual source material gives 

© this an antiquarian value, but, personally, I liked best the humorous bits about the 


natives Footner knew in his years at Charles’ Gift. Illustrated. $3.00 
\4 
October #0 

Rebell, Fred ESCAPE TO THE SEA: The Log of: A Homemade Sailor. Dodd, Mead 


This is more than just another sea book or odyssey of adventure; there is in 
it a spiritual force, the indomitable will tnat motivated such a voyage. There may 
have been other records of single-handed voyages but none more remarkable than this. 
Armed with a knowledge of seamanship and navigation obtained in the Sydney Public 
Library, a nome-made sextant constructed of iron scrap, a hack saw blade for scale, 
bits of a stainless steel knife as mirrors, he set out in a second nand 18-foot open 
boat. His charts were pencilled sketcnes from out dated atlases, and this undaunted 
navigator sailed from Australia to the United States. That the author is unique as an 
individual is indicated not only by his ability to complete so mad a voyage, but through 
the record of his emotional experiences, revealed in his naive record,..With which re- 
port our specialist says that he is exhausted after the trip and is going to sail boats 


in the bath tub and relax, $2.75 
LO . 
, October 18 
Dickens, Monica ONE PAIR OF HANDS Harper 
. Charles Dickens’ great-granddaughter, determined to work, tells of her ex- 


periences as cook-general in English homes. Badly equipped for the jobs she encount- 
ers, but with an eye for the comic, in her employers and herself, she gives a brisk 
account of her career and the resulting picture of the English servant problem, back- 
@ stairs doings, is most entertaining. Hometruths, not necessarily English, emerge, 
Good reading. $2.50 
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Uctober -?? // / is 
Sanderson, Ivan T, CARIBBEAN TREASURE Viking 


° The author of the delightful Animal Treasure continues his explorations, 
this time in Trinidad, Haiti, Dutch Guiana, in searcn of zoological specimens, and 
gives a thoroughly pleasant account of his travels. Jungles and waterways and caves 
Claim his concentrated attention, while his finds - nightmare, comic, beautiful or 
appealing ~ catch the reader-interest through nis delight in them. A dignified Rolls- 
Royce, an obstinate boat, a helpful but independent wife, a new found companion and 
various local helpers constitute the picture and the rest of the cast of characters 
are all from the animal kingdom, making their first appearance outside technical 
tomes. Adventures, misadventures, complete enjoyment of his surroundings, make this 
good to read, and the author's illustrations add to the charm of the book. $3.00 


Announcing for 


September 18 


Stringer, Arthur THE CLEVEREST WOMAN IN THE WORLD Bobbs, Merrill 
And Other One Act Plays 
Stick to your last, man. You write better fiction than plays. $2.00 
Barry, Philip THE PHILADELPHIA STORY Coward, M¢Cann 


HERE COME THE CLOWNS 9 


In book form, *he two Barry plays of the current season. The Philadelphia 
Story is the Katharine Hepburn vehicle, running to capacity on Broadway. Each $2.00 


October 10 
Mantle, Burns THE BEST PLAYS OF 1938 —- 39 Dodd, Mead 


An indispensable annual, containing this time Abe Lincoln in [llinois, The 
Little Foxes, Kiss. the Boys Goodbye, The White Steed, Rocket to the Moon, Philadelphia 
Story, The American Way, Here Come the Clowns, Famtly Portratt and others. $3.00 


September 19 


Maeterlinck, Maurice THE LIFE OF THE WHITE ANT Dodd, Mead 


The classic picture of the termite civilization issued with extraordinary 
photographic illustrations by Dr. von Hagen, who has contributed a preface on the ter~ 
mites as a problem in modern life. $4.00 


October 32% | a 


Forbush, Edward Howe NATURAL HISTORY OF THE BIRDS Houghton, Mifflin 
EAST OF THE GREAT PLAINS 


This should prove grand mercnandise and a book for constant sale. At last, 
in a single volume, the most comprehensive book on our eastern birds, illustrated with 
superb color plates, 92 of them, by Louis Agassiz Fuertes and Major Allan Brooks. The 
text gives the life history of every bird found in the eastern half of our country, 
with size, range, color, song, marks of identification. Good reading as well. $4.95 
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® DON'T OVERLOOK THESE LATE COMERS 





Published 






Williams, Elva NIGHT IN A RENTED ROOM Elektra Press 










Experimental modern poetry, blank verse, a poem dealing with a woman's im- 
pressions as she spends the day alone in the city, after leaving her husband, It has 
recognizable Eliot traits, obscurantism, a certain turgid quality which the piling up 
of words conveys. But it has certain effective passages. Hard to place, this esot- 
eric stuff from the new school of verse. It is a groping for new verse forms, a seek- | 
ing for a new poetic medium. Limited audience. (A new press, to our knowledge, but 

a certain detective instinct links it with Random House. I wonder?) $1.25 





































Living Thoughts Library 


1, Schopenhauer. by Thomas Mann 5. Darwin by Julian Huxley 

2. Thoreau by Theodore Dreiser 6. Rousseau by Romain Rolland 
3. Montatgne by Andre Gide 7. Nietzsche by Heinrich Mann 
4, Tolstoi by Stefan Zweig 8, Mazzini by Ignazio Silone 


The aim of this series, distinguished in choice of subjects, in choice of 
authors as well as in handling, is to present the essential thoughts of the subjects 
from focus of their expression of the free spirit of man. The method followed is 

®@ first, an analysis of that element in the philosophy of the past which survives today. 
eS Second, the selection and arrangement of the subject matter to serve as illustration 
of the modern analyst's argument and theory. New titles in the offing include Arnold 
Zweig's Spinoza, Maurois' Voltaire, Dos Passos' Thomas. Paine, Trotsky's Marx. 
Each $1.00 


Egerton, F. Clement C. AFRICAN MAJESTY Seribner 
A Record of Refuge at the Court of the King of Bangangte 


A leisurely but interesting and often amusing account of the author's stay, 
plus a little ethnological research, at an African kingdom in the Cameroons. He found 
in himself growing respect for the people, their very primitiveness had independence 
and dignity, the distance between black and white was scrupulously kept. Nothing ex- 
citing happens, so it is not riproaring adventure, but is a primitive experiment in 
contentment. He ~ unlike most whites - liked the French administration of the province, 
Grand reading of its kind, with a new slant. Illustrated by photographs. $3.95 


Auden, W.H. & Isherwood, Christopher JOURNEY TO A WAR Random House 


Travel diary kept alternately by the two authors, broken by fragmentary 
layers of obscure poetry and illustrated by photograpns. There are enough choice bits 
in Auden's verse to pique the curiosity, a beauty half glimpsed. Isherwood, in trans- 
cribing the jointly written diary has done a somewhat matter-of-fact account of the 
elusive eastern front, with glimpses of the principles. Appeal to special audience. 


$3.00 
Parrington, Vernon L. MAIN CURRENTS IN AMERICAN THOUGHT Harcourt, Brace 
) ® The three volumes now published in one, including Colonial Mind, Romantic 


Revolution and Beginnings. of Critical Realism. By the Pulitzer Prize winner. $3.45 
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Late Comers. continued 
August 17 


Scherer, James A.B. "THE LION OF THE VIGILANTES" Bobbs Merrill 
William T. Coleman and the Life of: Old San Francisco 


This is good reading, but it isn't good writing. It is colloquial, informal, 
somewhat haphazard, but it is crammed with fascinating material and it is easy enter- 
tainment and a sound contribution to better understanding of old San Francisco and the 
people who built her greatness and gave ner color. Coleman was given the name used as 
the title by R. L. Stevenson, and it is eminently suitable. His story is the ideal 
success story of the Coast, and into it is woven the whole period of San Francisco's 
gropings from a ramshackle collection of huts to the queen of the west. The vigilantes, 
abused and feared as they were, played a part, saving the city three separate times. 
Scherer has made the city live, he has given stature to Coleman, and he has told a good 
yarn. Sure of a big sale on the Coast, it ought to be popular for its readability else- 

$3.50 


where, 


Kelly, Florence Finch FLOWING STREAM Dutton 


A newspaper woman tells of 56 years in American journalism, and produces a 
woman's career book, with many diverse angles, and comes through as an intense person- 
ality, a definite character. It is long - and rather solid reading, with a coast to 
coast appeal, for schooling and jobs took her from Chicago to Boston to New York to 
California to the Southwest to Australia and east again. And she doesn't miss much. 


$3, 75 


August 10 
Putnam, George Palmer SOARING WINGS: A Biography of: Amelia Earhart Harcourt, Brace 


* This tribute by the lost flier's husband reveals the unique character, in- 

tegrity and simplicity of the woman. From her childhood, schooling, settlement house 
work, all colored by a passion for aviation, to the years of her fame, this is a sym- 
pathetic account of a lone wolf character. It fills in the gaps in The Fun of It and 


Last Flight, with reminiscences from relatives and friends. Wide public appeal. Illus- 
trated, $2.50 


August 11 


Major, Harlan SALT WATER FISHING TACKLE Funk & Wagnalls 


A final report on this may appear in the next Sporting Supplement, but mean- 
time some fishermen may want it at once. The text summarizes the methods, ancient and 
modern, and goes into meticulous discussion of rods, reels, lines, nooks, lures, weights, 
etc.; into. the importance of balancing tackle; into methods of fishing. Tackle regula- 
tions, data regarding tournament surf casting, the making of tackle, and general sug- 
gestions as to care of the catcn, sea sickness and a miscellaneous assortment of facts. 
It reads well, is a bit technical but chockful of interest for the deep sea fisherman. 


Illustrated. $5.00 
August 14 


Pares, Bernard THE FALL OF THE RUSSIAN MONARCHY Knopf 


An extremely detailed history of the final years of the monarchy, beginning 
with a brief resume of the steps towards reform prior to Nicholas II. The actual 
story starts with his marriage and traces the tumultuous years of their reign, treated 
with an able historian's precision, the result of familiarity with the country and the 
people. The book is not for the general reader but makes a definite contribution to 


scholarship. $5.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


































Dodd, Mead 

Thayer, Lee —~ STARK MURDER- from 8/22 to 9/1 251 
Doubleday, Doran 

Bertail, Inez - TIME FOR BED (J)- from 9/? to 8/18 309 

Miller, G. - DECORATIVELY SPEAKING- from 8/18 to 9/8 269 

Porter & Latzke - THE CANNED FOODS COOK BOOK- from 8/4 to 8/18 254 

Steiner, Charlotte - LULU (J)~ from 9/14 to 9/8 309 
Harper 

Kelland, C. B. - ARIZONA ~ Price from $2.50 to $2.00 263 
Henry Holt 

Holmes, J. ~ FAIR WARNING- from 9/12 to 10/19 271 
Houghton, Mifflin 

Allee, M. H. — RUNAWAY LINDA (J)- from 9/5 to 10/3 283 

Canby, H. S. - THOREAU-~ from 9/19 to 9/12 272 

Embree, E. R, — INDIANS OF THE AMERICAS-from 8/15 to 9/12 255 

Means, F, C, ~ ADELLA MARY (J)- from 8/15 to 9/5 283 

Playfair, R. S, — FULLER AT HARVARD (J) from 7/25 to 9/5 244 

Raine, W. MacL. — RIVER BEND FEUD - from 10/3 to 9/12 294 

Sampson, A. - THE TWO QUARTERBACKS (J}from 8/1 to 9/5 244 

Shippey, Lee - IF WE ONLY HAD MONEY - from 7/25 to 8/22 227 
Macmillan 

Soule, George - SIDNEY HILLMAN - from 8/8 to 8/29 209 
Oxford 

Lenski, Lois ~ SUSIE MARIAR (J) — from 8/18 to 9/14 309 
Simon & Schuster 

Fadiman, Clifton, Ed. — I BELIEVE - definite date 8/15 208 
Viking 

Flexner, J. J. - AMERICA'S OLD MASTERS - definite date 9/15 274 

Kaempffert, W. - SCIENCE TODAY AND TOMORROW - definite date 9/11 274 


















THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR--AUGUST 15TH TO- SEPTEMBER 1ST 


August 15 - Fadiman, Clifton, Ed. - I BELIEVE (Simon & Schuster) 208 

| ~ Fearing, Kenneth - THE HOSPITAL (Random House) 263 
| - Smith, H. Allen ~ MR. KLEIN'S KAMPF (Stackpole) 292 
August 16 - Russell, Oland - THE HOUSE OF MITSUI (Little, Brown) 235 

| August 17 - Holton, Virginia - THE BEEPS (John Day) 269 
August 18 - Hanson, Virginia - CASUAL SLAUGHTERS (Doubleday, Doran) 231 
~ Wodehouse, P. G. - UNCLE FRED IN THE SPRINGTIME (Doubleday, Doran) 201 
August 21 - di Donato, Pietro - CHRIST IN CONCRETE (Bobbs Merrill) 286 

- Frisbie, R. D. - MR. MOONLIGHT'S ISLAND (Farrar & Rinehart) 248 

- Partridge, Bellamy - COUNTRY LAWYER (Whittlesey House) 2377 

August 23 - Dickson, Carter - THE READER IS WARNED (Morrow) 251 

August 24 - Fisher, Vardis - CHILDREN OF GOD (Harper) 249 

August 25 - Borkeman, Dr. F. - THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRE (Viking) 269 

- Household, Geoffrey - ROGUE MALE (Little, Brown) 225 

August 28 - Cecil, David - THE YOUNG MELBOURNE (Bobbs Merrill) 295 

August 29 ~ Cloete, Stuart - WATCH FOR THE DAWN (Houghton, Mifflin) : 226 

- Soule, George - SIDNEY HILLMAN (Macmillan) 209 

@ August 31 - Van de Water, F, F, —- FATHERS ARE FUNNY (John Day) 270 


= Add These Titles. To Your, August 1st to 15th Calendar 


Tilton, Alice - COLD STEAL (Norton) 292 
” . Scherer, J. A. B. - THE LION OF THE VIGILANTES (Bobbs Merrill) 309 


Putnam, George Palmer - SOARING WINGS (Harcourt, Brace) 30" 


> 
I 


August 
August 









1 ] ETIN FROM 


vé . v ; , ,.¥ 7  « eeta 7. . 
‘ reanig lz irbie reeonpennn rrr 
ip H i} P Tit : ae r 
Y tl DACEEL GS 2 AUNUA a PU JIE LJILEUILE 
4 
- . — = — . - - — nae 2 SABES BA ORT 2S ey ap ee Poet bes SET ESS Fe ated sate whi noiaet hs" OR ter 
ee ae a tT! STEN Laon, geen EAM Rte: ena RS SHEL RE Og 2 nl ma Res Ie RNS Ses Ne Bg i TR hee ae FY. ; Rp kN wee dealt % 
eG 2. ong RAINE ac SOAR RTE A Fig See a eee De eae ROS Aen MS a OG Ahn PCO hatte gies eps, Aus Medes 


Vol. VII August 1, 1939 No. 15 


FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: - No. 2 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 





Kertail, Inez TIME FOR BED Doubleday, Doran 


This is pretty dull, and routine stuff. The pictures, and brief text, go 
through the accepted formula of undressing, supper, bedtime games, reading, seeing 
daddy and going to ded (with the exception that most three-year olds I know have cer- 
eal for supper and meat and vegetables at noon). Second rate. (9/7?) $ .50 


Lenski, Lois SUSIE MARIAR Oxford 


Remember Gooseberry Garden? Well, here's another old English rhyme, a less 
familiar one that well deserves revival, and once again Lois Lenski has handled it with 


humor and originality. Not as "pretty" a book as the other, but good fun. (8/18) 
$1.00 


Steiner, Charlotte LULU vboubleday, Doran 


The trend has been away from real picture books and towards picture story 
books, so it is a nice change to get this story in pictures, with no text whatever. 
Line and flat color, with the pictures following the simple and familiar routine ac- 
tivities of Lulu and her dog. There is a simple clarity that will appeal to children 
who like plain and recognizable facts. The artist is a Czechoslovakian. Q/14) $1.00 


4/3 
GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Bevans, Tom Torre WHERE, OH WHERE? Viking 


There's a homely teal small boy quality to this story of Patrick and his ex- 
ceptionally bright stray dog, Dirty, which will capture other small boys, and they 
will like the wholly unregenerate manner in which Patrick, with no conscience but with 
great ingenuity, manages to get what he wants - only to find he doesn't want it. So 
after trading everything he could acquire, by fair means or foul, for a coveted pony, 
he makes a straight trade back again for Dirty. Better story than pictures. 

(9/8) $1.00 


Chalmers, Audrey. PARADE OF CBASH Oxford 


The Birthday of Obash was a nonsense picture story book that I liked inspite 
of myself. The friendly young hippopotamus, shunned by everyone, was such a comical 
sight. Now comes a sequel, in which Obash tries again, and disrupts a whole parade, 
until he finds his friends, and they make a parade of their own. Good nonsense. 

(9/21) $1.00 


Drummond, V. H. PHEWTUS THE SQUIRREL Oxford 


Another toy story, this time about a stuffed squirrel, and his adventures in 
becoming a real squirrel and finding he liked better being a toy. The drawings might 
have been scribbled by the story teller as the story spun itself. (9/21) $1.00 
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Glenn, Elsie & Morris AMANDUS Macrae Smith 






Amandus was too big. His brothers and sisters told him so. So, puppy though 
he was, he tried to walk like a duck, to roost like a chicken, to shrink - all in vain. 
But John Henry was big for his age, so he liked Amandus, and life looked brighter, es- 

pecially after John Henry's mother approved. Illustrated by Kurt Wizs:. (9/?) $1.50 
















Gratmatky, Hardie LITTLE TOOT Putnam 





* Little Toot is a saucy tug boat, despaired of by the responsible elderly 
tugs, plying their trade in the narbor and on the river. He cuts figure eights, and 
does other disturbing things, but he proves himself the finest youngster on the river. 
Captivating illustrations in color and an amusing little story. (9/22) $1.50 











Tom & Elizabeth Orton MINNIE THE MERMAID Ox ford 





Jones, 





; Mick had an adventure with a mermaid - and she introduced him to the novel 
idea of her family living upside down in a sunken vessel. It is a grand idea - and 
Mick thinks he'd like to see for himself, but Minnie plays a tune on a golden comb, and 
Mick finds himself back on shore, quite ready to play a trick on his father. ~ A cunn- 
ing stocking size book, with decorative pictures in line and color. (9/21) $ .75 






















Morse, Katharine PETER WAS A PIRATE Dutton 


Peter lived by a set of rules and rhymes that he did not like. His. old 
aunts were very strict. He thought he'd like to be a pirate. So - he had a grand 
dream, and he was a pirate, and he was a captive of the cannibals, 2nd he was a captive 


@ of the red Indians - and it wasn't as much fun as he thought. Good fun to read. 
. (8/21) $1.50 
Tudor, Tasha ALEXANDER THE GANDER Oxford 


A bit Kate Greenawayish, but not so charming, this tiny book about Sylvie 
Anne who paid a visit, and of how her gander, Alexander, made a ruction in the garden. 
A bit pretty pretty, but rather cunning. (9/28) $ 275 


Your, Evelyn WU AND LU AND LI Oxford 


Grandma brought three Chinese children some presents and gave them money be- 
sides. This tells of their shopping excursion to spznd tne money. It is a moral little 
tale on the goody goody side, but it's a pretty book. (9/7) (ee 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances JONNY Narcourt, Brace 


This is a primer, and beginning readers will like it. But the content and 
the pictures will attract younger readers,‘ just emerging from picture bock age. So 
try reading it aloud witn them. A small boy goes in his go-cart to the park, and 
this tells of the daily round of adventures, - playing games with other little child- 
ren, meeting the other children out with their nurses. A city child's book. (9/21) 
(9/21) $1. 25 

@ MacManus, Seumas THE WELL OF THE WORLD'S END Macmillan 


At the other end of the age group - this is a read-aloud collection of stories 
reminiscent of the tall tales of Cuchulain in Celtic legend. The subject matter deals 
with kings and princes, with humble youths and daring feats, with lovely princesses, 
with giants and magic. Boastfulness and wit, characteristic of the race. Tales told 
with color and effective repetition. Good folk quality. Line drawings, by Richard 
Bennett. (8/8) $2.00 
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Van Doren, Margaret THOMAS RETIRES Viking 


Grown ups will love this and will share it with children - hence the sugg- 
estion of using it as a good read-aloud book. The story of an old milk wagon horse 
who — in spite of his driver's objections -—- was retired to the country, there to lang- 
uish and grow old. He missed his route, he missed the city sounds, he missed his mas- 
ter —~ but it was almost too late before they found it out. This is Margaret Van Doren's 
first book in which she has done both text and pictures. I like it better than the 
ones she has illustrated for others. But - do children like them? (8/?) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS. IN READING - STORY BOOKS 


Barnett, Grace and Olive GRASSHOPPER GOLD Oxford 


Twins, Jon and Emma, share experiences on the Missouri River, Montana bound, 
and on the overland trail by way of Helena and Virginia City. A more or less stereo- 
typed story, with, of course, gold at the end of it. (9/') $1.50 


Beim, Lorraine & Jerrold THE BURRO THAT HAD A NAME Harcourt, Brace 


A small Mexican was given a burro of his own, and celebrated by naming him 
Long Ears. Everyone laughed - for nobody named burros - but when he ran away and was 
mixed in with fifty others just like him, Chucho would never have identified his own 
property, if his burro had not known his name. Illustrations by Howard Simon in brown 
and white are better than the unimportant text. (8/31) $1.25 


Bennett, Richard HANNAH MARIE Doubleday, Doran 


Hannah Marie's great grandmother was going to have a 100th birthday, and 
Hannah Marie wanted to give her a present. This is the story of how she came to give 
flowers. A simple story for beginning readers, with lots of pictures. (8/18) $1.50 


Cunningham, Caroline THE TALKING STONE Knopf 


Early American stories, of Indian and Eskimo folk lore, selected and retold 
by the author. They deal with elemental things, - the origins of fire, of daylight, 
of darkness, of the moon and the sun. The same traditional themes of many folk lores 
are there, — the Prometheus story, the Rip Van Winkle story, the story of the origin 
of the Pleiades, the Cinderella story ~ all in Indian guise. The format is most attrac-— 
tive and the illustrations well keyed to the text. Good reference material for story 
tellers, particularly in view of the map and the list of principal Indian tribes. 


(9/5) $1.95 
Friskey, Margaret POT-LUCK WITH LOBSTERS Oxford 


This is an appealing little book, with delightful pictures in color and in 
black and white by Lucia Patton. A story of two children of Brittany, and of how they 
succeeded in securing the clothes they needed to take part in the Concarneau festival. 
Not particularly characteristic of Brittany; it might be a fishing community almost 
anywhere, and one could wish for more of the festival. But it has charm. (9/14) $1.50 


Holberg, Ruth & Richard OH SUSANNAH Doubleday, Doran 


* This is a nice beginning reading book, one of the best the Holbergs have 
done. From Minneapolis in 1872 back to Vermont for a visit, a small family goes, and 
the story is filled with atmosphere of a period when Godey's Lady's Book was the bible 
of the fashionable, when McGuffey Readers were nationally used, when red shoes were 
impractical for frontier life. Well done. (9/8 $1.50 


thy 
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Hunt, Mabel Leigh LITTLE GREY GOWN Stokes 





* Each story she does is better than tne one before. I loved Benjie’s fat. 

I like the way she handles the Quaker background of two generations ago with under- 

standing and humor and sympathy. She manages to tug at the heartstrings at the same 

time. This is a story of a little Qaker girl, of her pet tamb, of the grey gown and 

the poem she was to recite - and of how the orphan child took both from her, quite 

innocently. Ilse Bischoff is giving the story delightful illustrations. (9/21) $1.5 
YX ~ 







Lenotre, Therese THE MYSTERY OF DOG FLIP Stokes 










Here's a book I don't like. A translation from the French, and an absurd tale 
of a prize winning pet who disappeared, and of how tne two set to watch her followed 

her around the world, just missing her as she experienced ridiculous adventures. The 
wind-up, when they got her home and found she was not wanted, is deliberate anticlimax. 
Not a book children will particularly appreciate. Porced humor. (9/21) $1.75 —— 










Lockwood, Myna MACARONI: AN AMERICAN TUNE Oxford 





Gasparino, small son of Italy, is plagued as a foreigner by the American 
children in the block. They nickname him Macaroni, and his life is miserable until he 
discovers the thoroughly American origin of the name. He finally wins a place in the 
esteem of the neighborhood by a courageous act. Americanization story for the young- 
sters, with some factual material about making of violins. Good pictures. (9/28)$1.00 






















Peters, Marjorie NANCY GOES PLACES Macmillan 
@ This is a disappointing attempt to show how an imaginative child can make | 
= her own world an exciting one. Nancy was such a child, but the author makes the trans- 


ference from the actual world to the make-believe, an unexciting and uneventful one. . 
Even the illustrations seem singularly lacking in sparkle. (8/8) $1.50 


Tousey, Sanford VAL RIDES THE OREGON TRAIL Doubleday, Doran 


Sanford Tousey has made a reputation which brings him sales, but actually 
he rarely rises above mediocrity in nis fairly routine stories. This has the theme - ! 
of young Val's efforts to earn a Mexican saddle for his mule, during the months when 
he and his family are making their way westward in a wagon train. So-so. (8/18) $1.00 


Willard, Clark _ THE ADVENTURES OF JIMJO AND JIPEE Penn 


As in the case of Obash - I liked this story in spite of myself. Jimjo 
was a young elephant, Jipee, his inseparadle companion, 4 monkey. Both lived in the 
jungle, but were captured, with ease, for a circus, when a tame elephant told them 
about the good food and easy berth. There was no disillusion, and circus life turned 
out to be fascinating to them. This is the story of the training and the life; very 
sketchy and superficial but witn enough incident and authenticity to carry. (9/15)$1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - FACT BOOKS 


‘Howard, Ethel K. HOW WE GET OUR FOOD Harcourt, Brace 


This was a good idea, but disappointing in execution. The photographs are 
@ stimulating, and compensate by their variety and clarity, and the story they tell, 
for the utterly uninspired and often perfunctory and patronizing text. Milk (and its 
byproducts), meat, bread, fruits, vegetables, poultry - from source to market. The in- 
troduction of constant questions into the explanatory text, and the omission of answers 
- other than those readers can supply -— almost necessitates participation by an adult. 


( B/ 24) $1.25 
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Jordan, Nina R. HOMEMADE DOLLS Jn Foreign Dress Harcourt, Brace 


The popularity of Home Toy Shop and Holiday Handicraft in your town will 
give you a key to the possibilities of this new volume. Dolls are, perhaps, more wide- 
ly homemade than we realize. Here is a book which will stimulate the child's desire 
to experiment, to try a proved method of making a basic deli; basic properties and 
setting. Directions from start to finished doll, with patterns and suggestions for 
creating backgrounds and play ideas. Then specific foreign dolls, each with his-or 
her — own appropriate setting. Includes Eskimo, Mexican, Indian, Dutch, Highlander, 
French peasant, Swedish, Italian, Arabian, Chinese, African, etc. (8/19) $2.0¢ 


Stearns, David CHUCKLE: The Story of a Woodchuck Farrar & Rinehart 


A rather prosaic little story of a woodchuck, with little humor or fantasy. 
Might do better sold as straight nature factual material than fiction. Follows the 
average life pattern, - one season with the family, a first hibernation, then striking 
out alone. Adventures - friendship with a dog - making inroads on a garden, etc. 
(9/25) $1.00 


NEW EDITIONS, REPRINTS etc.’ 


Baum, Le Frank THE WIZARD OF OZ Bobbs, Merrill 


This true and tried old favorite is coming out in the picturee in September 
so this new edition of the complete original text and the famous Denslow picturese It 
should once again find a sure place in tne hearts of modern children. Every parent 
who knew the famous characters first, forty years ago, will want the younger genera- 
tion to know them that way too. De Luxe edition, illustrations in four colors. 


(8/11) $1.19 
Hamilton, Elisabeth B. ed. by REGINALD BIRCH - HIS BOOK Harcourt, Brace 


An excellent and representative selection from the tremendous variety of 
stories, books and poems illustrated by Birch during more than fifty years. Interest- 
ing to adults because of reviving old memories, and bringing back stories half forgotten. 
Interesting to children because of the quality of the material itself as well as the 
deligntful Birch illustrations. The collection covers a wide range of authors, from 
old standbyes such as Charles Carryl, Frances Hodgson Burnett, W. S. Gilbert, Tudor 
Jenks, Frank Stockton, to people as modern as Ogden Nash. Good Value.(9/21) $2.50 


Jacobs, Joseph MOLLY WHUPPIE Oxford 


An old English fairy tale, we are told, but it will be a new one to most 
readers, and it bears some relation to many old favorites - a bit of Snow White, a bit 
of Jack the Giant Killer, etc. Lovely pictures in four colors by Pelagie Doane. 

$1.50 


(9/14) 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Andrus, Vera SEA-~BIRD ISLAND Harcourt, Brace 


It is a thin story of an artist father and his city raised son who go to 
spend a fortnight on the Isle of Bonaventure in the gulf of St. Lawrence, and of how 
the city boy learned a new way of life from the island boy. Slight story redeemed from 
mediocrity by the lovely pictures, in wood block technique - as fine as much that Rock- 


well Kent has done. (8/31) $1.75 
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AT 
Bacon, Peggy THE MYSTERY Ag zast HATCHET? or &RIC THE PINK Viking 
* Peggy Bacon has a faculty for making her children live, and Eric, who yearn- 


ed to get brown like the boys he was visiting, had a bad time of it when he turned a 
fiery red instead. So he joined forces with a small cclored child, also the butt of 
jokes, and - when she became involved in Suspicion resulting from several disappear- 


ances Eric turnea detective - and rescued her. Good yarn. I1ll'd. (9/185 $2.00 
25° 

De Jong, Meindert DIRK'S DOG BELLO Harper 

* Good picture of life in a tiny Dutch fishing village, where prosperity 


hangs on how the fish run. (With occasional good fortune in salvage from sunken vess- 
els). One of these brought additional luck to Dirk, in his rescue of the dog, Bello, 
but it also brought unexpected adventures. A good story in authentic setting. Pictures 
by Kurt Wiese. (9/20) | $2.00 


Emerson, Sybil PIGEON HOUSE INN Crowell 


Bits of local color and scraps of Norman history form a background for this 
story of children summering in a pension in Normandy. There are twr little French boys 
and an American girl, and it's the girl who leads them into mischief and adventure, 
Dialogue is sprightly, and action well paced. Illustrated. (9/7?) $2.00 


Johnson, Margaret S. and FARNEY OF THE NORTH Harcourt, Brace 


Helen Lossing 
One of a series of books about different breeds of dogs. All of them have 


sold reasonably well, in spite of shifting emphasis, - now on the characteristics of 
the breed, now on the historical background. This one is a story of a Newfoundland, 
of a lumber camp, of the New York'show. Sell as good dog story. (8/10) $1.75 


Johnston, Ralph E. STAGECOACH TRAIL Crowel) 


Another frontier story, with the usual assortment of Indian raids, buffalo 
stampedes, and adventures of frontier life, though this is rather mild of its kind. 
The setting is the vicinity of a stagecoach station, and the central character is the 
son of the man who runs the station and his friend, a Ute Indian lad, virtual slave of 


a hostile chief. Illustrated by Cameron Wright. (9/7) $2.00 
Lay, Marion WOODEN SADDLES Morrow 
* A good Mexican story in the tradition of the better type Westerns. Plenty of 


adventure, but it seems authentic and plausible. Two boys are virtual captives of 
Sypsies, one escapes and the story follows his adventures as he works his way from one 
part of Mexico to another, and eventually rescues the other boy. Not a conventional 
Mexican background, but a picture of Mexico of the plains and open country. 


(9/6) $2.00 


Lyons, Dorothy SILVER BIRCH Harcourt, Brace 


Fairish story which somehow lacks conviction. A group of school girls in a 
small town decide to organize a mounted scout troop. This is the account of how those 
who had no horses of their own managed to acquire them, and especially the story of one 
girl, brought up on a farm, who tamed and trained a horse run wild. The hope of own- 
ing a pony or a horse is in every normal chila's imagination, so this will be popular 
as a fulfillment of that dream. The lessons in self control, patience, and democracy 
are fairly unobtrusive. Illustrated. (9/21) $2.00 
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van Stockum, Hilda FRANCIE ON THE RUN Viking 


* Francie was supposed to stay in the hospital until his foot had healed, but 
he wanted to go back to County Cork and his twin brother. So he ran away. He had ama- 
zing adventures, the result of a six year old's faith in humanity, his intrepidity, his 
imagination. He made friends everywhere, and people - strange people - helped himto 


45) home. It proved not all he expected - but it turned out all right.Illustrated. 
9/11) $2.00 
Weil, Ann THE SILVER FAWN Bobbs, Merrill 
* Possibly my own enthusiasm for Taxco and my interest in the factual backs 


ground of this story, based as it is on the founding of the famous atelier of Bill 
Spratling's in Taxco, was fuel to my enthusiasm for a good story, well told, against 
an authentic setting. Anyhow, I loved it, and could just see the small boy with his 
imagination captured by the work of the handicraft shops, his reluctance to go to 

the market and compete with the other lads for the occasional job of guide - and of 
the adroit way in which he manipulated the American artist into taking him on as nouse 
boy and his mother as cook. A charming story, with an imaginative quality, and a sure 
touch in presenting the life of the Mexican hill town. Illustrated by E. Leon. 


(8/31) $2.00 
Williams, Henry Lionel TURI OF THE MAGIC FINGERS Viking 
* A story of the Cro-Magnons and of the boy Turi, who was lamed for life in 


a struggle with a bear. His mother saved him from death. And he learned to justify 
his being in a tribe where all must be strong and well, by making good medicine. First, 
he studied new ways to draw and paint tne creatures they would kill. Then he tamed a 
wild dog, and taught his people new ways to hunt. First rate. Ill'd. (9/+8), $2-00,~ 


hove, Dougiant/0/g/ as 
Youmans, Eleanor THE FOREST ROAD Bobbs, Merrill 


Loosely hung story of a naturalist and his son, setting out for the Florida 
swamps (or so one gathers - the locale is deliberately vague) with a trailer. Of the 
chance that delayedtiem a few days, and made possible a really intimate knowledge 
of the life led by an orphaned boy who turns out to be a long-lost nephew. It would 
be a better story if this element were not dragged in, for it makes the motive a bit 
questionable. There is enough incident to carry the main theme, and to make it a good 
yarn, but it is a potpourri of magic, dog tricks, swamp life et al. (8/31) $1.50 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Bronson, Wilfred S. THE CHISEL-TOOTH TRIBE Harcourt, Brace 


Good natural history, dealing with a familiar group of rodents, - mice, 
squirrels and their tribe, I was frankly surprised at the amount of fairly obvious 
information that was utterly new to me, and found the book enlightening and good read- 
135: The ramifications of the "chisel-tooth tribe" seems endless. Illustrated. 

8/31) $2.00 


Keen, Alice THE WHAT TO DO BOOK Penn 


The three Penny children compile a book of games, new and old. They give 
directions as one child would give them to another. And they include enough kinds and 
varieties within tne types to appeal to those who like outdoor or indoor games, games 
for all ages and all interests. Primarily directed to those who have available only 
the simplest materials and equipment, - old magazines, marbles, pencils and paper, pins 
and needles, jacks etc. Wot a book to cover sports in any sense. Good family game 


book. (8/25) $1.00 
























August 1, 1939 Juvenile Books. ~ 316 - 





McMurray, Floyd I. PAPHWAYS OF OUR PRESIDENTS Bobbs, Merrill 


Mr. McMurray is very kind to our presidents, over-generous in praise, with 
"colorless" the strongest term of reproach. The chapters are essays on each pres- 
ident, home environment, education, former offices, death. Undue amount of space given 
to description of tombs and cemeteries. Content of book would provide good data for an 
"obit" department in a newspaper file record. Possible use for reference, but cer- 
tainly not a book for everyone's shelf. (8/31) $1.'75 


Monsell, Helen Albee TOM JEFFERSON Bobbs, Merrill 


An introduction to the life of Jefferson for youngsters, through the story 
of his boyhood and the expression of the ideals and motives that controlled his mat- 
urity. One feels that incidents are created or included to point the moral, such as 
his liking to work things out for himself, to put things into action, to see things 
through etc. Readable enough, but rather obvious. Illustrated, (8/31) $1.25 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Féetion 
Berry, Erick GO AND FIND WIND Oxford 


* Story of Mystic, Connecticut, in the days when sailing vessels were going 
into the discard and steam coming to the fore - until the California gold rush put ship- 
yards back on their feet, for the time being. The central figures are members of a 
family with long traditions of shipbuilding, in the present (mid 19th century) gener- 
ation, split several ways in their ideas of the future line of shipbuilding, but all 
fundamentally loyal to the old name. Oliver helps bury the antagonism and show how the 
various theories can be merged in practice. There is a slight story, but the place and 
the life and the whole aura of shipbuilding make it grand reading. I11'd. (9/14)$2.00 


Choate, Florence & 
Curtis, Elizabeth ABSOLUTE PITCH Harcourt, Brace 


This is an unbalanced book. The characters and situation should appeal to 
teen age boys and girls; the manner of: telling seems immature for that age group; the 
format (type, illustrations etc.) are definitely younger in appeal. The result is a 
bock that somehow misses ftre, falling between one age appeal and another. Story of a 
Star's daughterjraveling with her mother for the first time, and disillusioned about 
the inside picture of professional life, with petty squabbles and jealousies. Her own 
contact with a spoiled young violinist seems unconvincing. And the change from indiff- 
erence to music as a career to the urge to follow her mother's footsteps is a surprise 
ending which fails to go over. A disappointing book, in spite of the obvious authen- 
ticity of the background of the Met. Illustrated by the authors. (8/31) $2.00 


Clay,Charles YOUNG VOYAGEUR Oxford 


An adventure story of Canadian fur trading in 17975, in which a boy proves 
himself a valiant voyageur. The forming of the Northwest Trading Company by the 
Frobishers is an authentic bit of history, and the Indian troubles @re convincingly 
handled. Exciting action and a credible plot. (9/1) $1.50 


Corbett, Sidney THE GULL-FLIGHT SAILS AGAIN - Longmans, Green 


Sequel to The Crutse of the Gull-Flight proves an even more exciting ad- 
venture yarn. The seamanship of the young crew under the adventure loving ex-naval 
officer uncle will make the book a sure thing for young mariners, But the adventures 
themselves seem even more far-fetched ag they go to the Leeward Islands to rescue a 
young Spaniard (and to seek buried treasure). Illustrated. (9/t57 $2.00 


lo-1/ 
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Finger, Charles J. CAPE HORN SNORTER Houghton, Mifflin 


A story of naval warfare in the war of 1812, of Capt. Porter of the frigate, 
Essex, of two boys rescued from the sea and catapulted into successive experiences 
in skirmishes with the British, imprisonment, escape, and so on. Plenty of adventure 
and enough fact to give this book a place in historical fiction (Farragut plays a part 
as midshipman). But Finger falls into his old pitfall of wordiness again. Illustrated. 


(9/19) $2.00 
Gatti, Attilio SARANGA THE PYGMY Scribner 
* The best picture of the pygmies in their own setting that I have encounter- 


ed, in adult or juvenile books. The factual basis does not interfere in any sense 
with the good adventure story, as the story of a pygmy boy, and his adventures in the 
jungles, show how he has absorbed the training siven every lad, and has become self- 
sufficient. His older brother is wounded - on his own initiative he goes to another 
tribe to make a trade — he is outwitted by the Arabs, drugged, and left to his own de- 
vices to extricate himself from ;erils and unknown jungles. Every bit of his training 
and knowledge and keenness is brought into play, and he makes his way home again, hav— 
ing conquered the forces against nim. [Illustrated by Kurt Wiese. (Publ. ) $2.00 


Kiely, Mary O'DONEL OF DESTINY Ox ford 


This book 4s badly balanced, It is the story of Hugh Roe O'Donel, destined 
from birth to be king of Ireland. Imprisoned by the British, frustrated in every dir- 
ection, scheming escape several times, and finally successful. He is crowned king and 
joins O'Neil in fighting the soldiers of Queen Elizabeth, and finally meets death in 
Spain. Historically accurate but unconvincing in the picture of O'Donel, whose great- 
ness never comes through. Too little space given to actual feats; too much to prepar- 


ation; background excellent; characters thin. (9/1) $2.00 
Meese, Mildred Poulke THE WAGON TO THE STAR Bobbs, Merrill 
* Excellent story of a group of high school students in :a town in upper New 


York state. The central character is a girl brought up in an orphanage and given the 
opportunity to have at least one year in this nigh school. She has been happy in her 
"home" — and is homesick and withdrawn in the new environment. She starts off on the 
wrong foot, makes tactical mistake after mistake, but finally realizes that human re- 
lations are a vital part of education and gets back into line. Good plot, incidents 
well handled, story well told. Illustrated. (8/31) | $2.00 


Montgomery, Rutherford THE TRAIL OF THE BUFFALO Houghton, Mifflin 


A story of the Indians in retreat before tne -uthless raids of the white man 
on the buffalo herds that gave the Indians life. In spite of horse thieving, in spite 
of massacre, one is sympathetic with the-Buftalo Clan to which Sun Eagle belongs. As 
a lad he had seen a white buffalo and the medicine man of the tribe had condemned him 
to a search for the creature which lasted for years. Finally, while his people were 


iooiey the necessity of succumbing to the whites, Little Hump fell to wolves. [I1ll'd. 
(9/19 $2.00 


Rigsby, Howard VOYAGE TO LEANDRO Harper 


Pretty second rate, this mad adventure story of two San Francisco boys who 
ran away from discipline, who in terror thought they had killed a man, who were ship- 
wrecked on a rocky island, where they found as companions, an escaped pirate and his 
mate and a slightly mad old man. Incredible and overwritten. I1l'd. (94 


j .} 


$2.00 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Anderson, C. W. BLACK, BAY AND CHESTNUT Macmillan 
Profiles of 20 Favorite Horses 


* This is a honey and a sure success for anyone, of any age, who likes horses. 
Beautiful lithographs of famous horses of the track and steeplechase, with brief text 
giving the career of each horse. Includes Man o'War, War Admiral, Troublemaker, Heather- 
bloom, Omaha, Ugly, Seabiscuit, Malicious, Blockade, etc, etc, With, I think, one ex- 
ception, the horses are American horses. (9/6) $2.50 


Augur, Helen THE BOOK OF FAIRS' Harcourt, Brace 


The story of fairs is really the story of trade, and in this survey it ex- 
tends from 2,000 B C to the present day. The changing fashions in fairs reflect the 
changing patterns of life, so this results in a special sort of social history. Color- 
ful, dramatic, and full of incident that makes it easy reading as well as a good ref- 
erence book. Additional market of the moment as background book for the two American 
World's Fairs. Introduction by H. We Van Loon. Illustrated. (8/10) $2.50 


Compton, Ray & 
Rettéis, Charles E, Ed. by CONQUESTS OF SCIENCE Harcourt, Brace 


A good introductory book on science through the medium of a collection of 
material written by - and about - famous and favorite scientists, with brief editorial 
notes summarizing the facts about the particular scientist whose contribution follows. 
Includes Beebe, Sanderson, Muir, Curie, Sears, de Kruif, Heiser, Andrews, Ditmars, 
Stefansson and others. The animal world, the plant world, the physical world, health 
and laboratory compassed. List of books and articles to read. [11'd. (8/24) $1.95 


Flexner, Marion W. DRINA: ENGLAND'S YOUNG VICTORIA Coward, McCann 


* Good biography of the young Victoria, up to the time of her engagement to 
Albert. Good picture of her training and of particularly timely interest due to the 
enthusiasm of the general public for any news of the prospective heir to the English 
throne today. A human, friendly story with full historical background. Might be used 
to create plus sale for the dramatic episodes of Housman's Vtctor1ta Regina, 


(9/28) 3 $2.50 
Prger William Clayton & 

ryor, Helen Sloman LET'S GO TO THE MOVIES Harcourt, Brace 
* An excellent introduction to the whole field of operation in the field of 


making moving pictures, designed to make the public more aware of the story back of 
the pictures and the work that goes into production. Adults will find this enlighten- 
ing and interesting. Fully illustrated with photographs. (9/21) $2.50 


FIFTEEN AND UP ~- Fiction 


Brooks, Jonathan VARSITY JIM Bobbs, Merrill 


Varsity Jim is too good to be true, one of those pint sized athletes who 
can play football, track, basket ball and baseball, who is always right there at the 
right time to make the winning play. During the summers he works for a railroad and 
receives a scholarship from his company. He even knows tne solutions to some of the 
railroad problems. 'nough said. (8/31) $2.00 
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Burglon, Nora LOST ISLAND Winston 


Story of the northwest, in which the daughter of a lost Scandinavian flier 
trains a savage team to serve her in freighting and help earn the wherewithal to go 
in search of her father. Good adventure, and a better story if the finale did not wind 
up with everything coming out so right for everyone. Illustrated. (8/1) $2.00 


de Leeuw, Adele DOLL COTTAGE Macmillan 


The story of a daughter of a painter and of her reluctance to follow her 
mother's career. Of how she broke with tradition, launched a business of her own as 
creator of handmade dolls, and proved that she had the ability and the right to be her- 
self. A success story, with a human side to it, and a bit of romance. I11l'd. 


(9/12) 
Tunis, John R. THE DUKE DECIDES Harcourt, Brace 


$2.00 


Not as good a book as Zhe [ron Duke, but at that much better than most in its 
field. The hero of the earléer book is now in his Senior year, captain of the track 
team and taking defeat as he took victory. His unassuming character wins friends and 
honors; his running wins him a place on the Olympic team. Inside story of how coaches 
are used and abused and how stars help build up money gates. Interesting and not over- 


done. (10/26) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR USE BY TEACHERS AND PARENTS 


Hart, Beatrix Tudor PLAY AND TOYS In Nursery Years Viking 


The author is a mother and a nursery school teacher as well. She speaks 
authoritatively on appropriate and inappropriate playthings for the child from birth 
to the fifth year, stressing the importance of having toys that build mental and phys- 
ical abilities, and decries the lavish use of many toys. Comments on group play and 
nursery school values, on the importance of imaginative tales a# . added assets. 


Photographs. (8/7?) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS ~ Ftcttion 


Clarke, Frances E. — ed. WILD ANIMALS: 
Great Wild Animal Stories. of: Our. Day Macmillan 


An excellent collection, on a par with the best of Roberts, Kipling, Seton- 
Thompson. Realism, drama, articles on conservation, etc. For full report see adult 


section, July 15th bulletin, page 263. (9/5) | $2.50 
Non-fiction 
Austin, Harriet YOUR LOVING DAUGHTER Doubleday, Doran 


Authentic Daddy-Long-Legs. sort of thing in letters from an orphan asylum, 
written by a ten-year-old to her father, with a naive account of a child's ups and 
downs in adjusting herself to regimented life, with rebellion at rules, the treatment 
they received, her loves and hates, playing in the band, sprucing up for visitors an 


rejoicing in her father's visits. Illustrated. (See page 269) ris $190. 
Morgan, Ann H. FIELD BOOK OF ANIMALS IN WINTER ol Putnam 


Intensely interesting for scientist and nature lover alike, chockful of in- 
formation avout the life spans of many creatures. Includes insects, sponges, flatworms, 
rotifers, crustaceans, spiders, snails, frogs, snakes, birds, mammals. (See 275) 
(Published) _ $3.50 








